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Town chairman: Harvey Kopecky 
reflects on his nine years at the 
helm in Wabeno. 


family. It’s close knit; one - 

bid familv ” An art ' st ’ s *^ e: G^een Bay artist James J. Merschdorf 

® —Carol Eemisse left, shows some of his art work to Lindore Young 


Appleton, as they pass the morning in Wabeno's 
Safari Cafe. 


Big guy: “Larry the Logroller’’ is a 21- 
foot statue that greets visitors at the 
village park in downtown Wabeno. 


A classic couple: Ed and Pansy 
Korbas have owned Sparks Gro¬ 
cery Store since 1929. The cou¬ 


ple, married 59 years, recently 
moved the business to a nearby 
site and expanded. 


Multiple business: Ed Piontek, of 
Piontek Brothers Trucking and 
Forest Sawmill, talks business. 






















Love of outdoors keeps ’em in Wabeno 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

WABENO — When Ed Piontek and his 
brother Doug started their logging busi¬ 
ness here 30 years ago. they worked with 
a power saw and a horse. 

Joined later by their brother Eugene, 
the trio built sawmills and established a 
trucking division for their company, 
Piontek Trucking and Forest Sawmill. 

_ The firm grew 

Press-Gazette photos to about 60 em- 

by John Robb ployees. 

- Recently 

though, logging has declined. The compa¬ 
ny has abandoned its logging operation, 
maintaining its three sawmills and paring 
down the trucking division. The firm is 
down to 34 employees. 

Like the town that surrounds them, 
though, the Pionteks will weather this 
economic storm, refusing to give up on 
the place they call home. 

"I’ve always liked monkeying around 



in the woods. My dad had a little sawmill 
years ago,” Ed Piontek says during a rare 
few minutes in the office. "I don’t know if 
I’d like the city." 

This unincorporated Forest County 
tow n of 1.240, has seen its ow n hard times. 
In recent years business has moved out of 
Wabeno and limited job opportunities 


make it difficult for young people to stay. 
Town Chairman Harvey Kopeckv says. 

'There isn’t too much to hold the 
young people.” he says. "They go to col¬ 
lege and get jobs away from here.” 

Most Wabeno residents work in log¬ 
ging and many who aren’t employed in 
town drive to Rhinelander or the town of 
Goodman in Marinette County. 

Sitting at the counter in the Safari Cafe 
though, Kopecky doesn’t dwell on the 
negative. Here at this homey spot, he is 
quick to point out the bounty he said the 
area has to offer. 

"This is the friendliest town in the 
county," he says w r ith a proud smile. Lo¬ 
cated in tne Peart ol tne Nicoiet National 
Forest, Wabeno benefits from its beauty 
and endless recreational opportunities 
the forest and many area lakes offer, he 
says. 

Judy Clark owns the cafe with her sis¬ 
ter Carol Eemisse. The pair are hard at 
work preparing the day’s home-cooked 
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The Wabeno file 

□ Population: 1,240 

G Old timer: The steam engine in 
the park on North Branch Street in 
Wabeno is one of three of its kind in 
the nation. Built in the early 1900s, it 
was used to haul logs for the G.W 
Jones Lumber Co. from 1909 to 1935. 
The engine’s 315-gallon tank held 
enough water to complete a five-mile 
run transporting logs. The engine, 
renovated in 1963 and run for the log¬ 
ging exposition in 1965, is now pa* o 1 
the town's museum. 

□ For the young: While larger cities 
struggle with keeping their young 
people occupied and out of trouble, 
Wabeno has an answer. "Images" is 
a youth center in the middle of down¬ 
town that caters to teens 








□ Wabeno 

meals. Blueberry, cherry and 
pumpkin pie are the specials today 
and for those preferring a liquid 
treat, an old-fashioned malt ma¬ 
chine stands ready behind the 
counter. 

"When you’re born and raised 
here, it’s a place you want to raise 
your family,” Eemisee explains. 
"It’s close knit; one big family. 

"I lived out of town for a few 
years, but then I had a family and 
moved back.” 

Sharing the main street with the 
cafe are a number of businesses 
that shape the main portion of 
town a hobby shop, bowling a! 
ley, hotel, variety store. 

Tucked between the post office 
and Elmer’s Tavern, Sparks gro¬ 
cery store has served Wabeno for 
60 years. The tiny store is made 
more charming by the presence of 
its owners, Ed and Pansy Korbas. 

Married for 59 years, the Kor- 
bases have watched their business 
and their town change. 

"You used to have to wait on 
customers,” Ed says. "If somebody 
came in and wanted a can of peas 
you’d set out five kinds and they’d 
have to choose from there." 

Now the couple is getting ready 
to move their business into a larger 
building across the street. They 
can remember when there were 
two big sawmills in town 

"A steam engine pulling a dozen 
sleighs used to go right past here," 
Ed says, pointing out the store-'* 
front window. 

Lake many who live in or visit 


Wabeno, Ed appreciates the vast 
natural resources in the area. He 
hunts and fishes, and the couple, 
like many out-of-towners, keeps a 
cottage on a nearby lake. 

A sign near the log museum in 
the middle of town welcomes visi¬ 
tors to the "Center of Four Seasons 
Recreation.” 

Some town officials plan to capi¬ 
talize on these natural resources 
and other attractions to promote 
Wabeno. 

Craig Newton is on a committee 
targeting economic development 
for the town. The committee’s ma¬ 
jor project recently has been to 
help develop the Nicolet Scenic 
Rail — a train trip that will bring 
visitors from Laona to Wabeno 
Once there they can peruse a 
wealth of logging artifacts in the 
town museum or attend one of 
many special summer festivals and 
events. 

"I think we’ve got a lot of history 
to offer here,” Newton says. "It’s 
not the kind of town for people to 
come and stay for a whole week¬ 
end, but we're a great place to stop 
and visit for awhile.” 


■ Next week: Seymour in Outa¬ 
gamie County 




